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Vehicle production – March 2007
	Source:
	Cars
	Commercial Vehicles 
	Total vehicles 

	SMMT Ltd
	Mar-07
	YTD 2007
	Mar-07
	YTD 2007
	Mar-07
	YTD 2007

	Total
	138,036
	377,875
	20,290
	57,375
	158,326
	435,250

	 
	-13.2%
	-7.7%
	-4.8%
	-0.6%
	-12.2%
	-6.8%

	Export
	100,163
	280,016
	12,346
	33,802
	112,509
	313,818

	 
	-16.3%
	-7.1%
	-10.4%
	-10.4%
	-15.7%
	-7.5%

	% of total
	72.6%
	74.1%
	60.8%
	58.9%
	71.1%
	72.1%

	Home
	37,873
	97,859
	7,944
	23,573
	45,817
	121,432

	 
	-3.5%
	-9.3%
	5.4%
	18.0%
	-2.1%
	-5.0%

	% of total
	27.4%
	25.9%
	39.2%
	41.1%
	28.9%
	27.9%
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      Vehicle production – March 2007 

Manufacturing plant profile: 

	Bentley Motors Limited

Pyms Lane

Crewe

Cheshire

CW1 3PL

www.bentleymedia.com

www.bentleymotors.com
	

	Plant Statistics:  

Employees:  

· 3,900 employees, of whom 550 are engineers & designers and 2,500 are manufacturing employees

· Since 2002, the workforce has increased by almost 1,500 people to support the company’s expansion

· Average length of service is 13 years 

Plant size: 

· 60 acres – Unlike many other car manufacturers, Crewe is a self-contained site with the entire engineering and design teams working alongside the manufacturing team. 
Sales Growth (retail):

· 2003 – 1,017                               

· 2004 – in excess of 6,500 

· 2005 – in excess of 8,500

· 2006 – in excess of 9,200 

Models currently in production: 

· Arnage Series: Azure, Arnage R, T, RL (Bentley Brooklands production commences in 2008)

· Continental Series: Continental GT, Continental Flying Spur & Continental GTC

Dealer Network: 

· 141 Dealers based in 46 countries
· 22 of which are based in the UK 

	Investment:  

· Volkswagen Group invested £500 million in 1998 

· Of this, £63 million was invested in the Crewe factory: 

· £13 million to alterations to buildings and site: 

· £18 million to install a new assembly line and leather shop

· £10 million to improve the engine assembly area 

· £6 million to expand the wood shop and new equipment

· £16 million to new quality centre, logistics and related areas

	History
1919 – Bentley Motors founded 

1931 – Rolls-Royce purchased Bentley Motors 

1946 – Rolls-Royce & Bentley production moves to Crewe 

1998 – Volkswagen Group purchase Bentley Motors Limited and invests £500 million

2006 – Bentley celebrates 60 years of manufacturing at Crewe

	Press Contacts: 

Martin Broomer - Head of Product Communications Tel: 01270 535044 

E-mail: martin.broomer@bentley.co.uk
Simon Hucknall - PR Manager – Product
Tel: 01270 535043

E-mail: simon.hucknall@bentley.co.uk
	Lisa Palmer – Press Officer

Tel: +44 (0) 1270 535344

E-mail: lisa.palmer@bentley.co.uk
Richard Scott – Press Fleet 

Tel: +44 (0) 1270 653703
E-mail: richard.scott@bentley.co.uk














'The recent announcement that the new generation Vauxhall/Opel Astra will be made at Ellesmere Port on Merseyside from 2010 is further recognition of the skills and efficiency of the British car worker,' said Christopher Macgowan, SMMT chief executive. 'So, although total car production for March was down, we should remind ourselves that a number of manufacturers have seen positive growth during the first quarter of 2007 and that the long term prosperity for car manufacturing remains positive.'








'Light commercial vehicle production was on a similar level to this time last year, but is still expected to rise over the next few months,' said Christopher Macgowan, SMMT chief executive. 'Only this week at the CV Show in Birmingham, LDV announced that production volumes at its plant have almost doubled since last August and productivity is up by 36 per cent. 75 extra staff have also recently been recruited. This is more good news for UK plc.'
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